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Synopsis

We've shared our lives with dogs for thousands of years, but they still act in ways that baffle us. To
help us understand them better, Dr. Stanley Coren, the undisputed expert on dog behavior,
intelligence, and training, tells the story of how dogs evolved over time into the myriad forms and
breeds we love today. Not simply domesticated wolves, dogs are actually much more complex than
wild canines; their ability to adapt to a man-made world is far more flexible, their personalities far
more diverse. Fascinating findings reveal which breeds were bred to become more dominant,
affectionate, cooperative, or even dangerous. This practical, surprising book also presents -- for the
first time -- the "Dog Behavior Inventory," a simple, fun test based on the personality-profiling
questionnaires used in human psychological studies that you can administer to your own dog to get
a detailed picture of his personality and how he compares to other members of his breed. Then,
using the findings of the U.S. Army’s once- classified studies of "Superdogs," you can train your pet
to become a real-life equivalent of Lassie and Rin Tin Tin -- a dog who is not disturbed, angered, or
frightened by anything. Filled with the entertaining anecdotes and scientific data that Dr. Coren’s
avid followers have come to expect and enjoy, this uniquely complete guide to dog psychology can

help you to select a new companion and to understand and communicate better with your old friend.
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Customer Reviews

Interesting in parts, but it didn’t live up to the title. | found it to be more of an exploration of how dogs
became domesticated over thousands of years, and the ways in which they differ from their wild

brethren. There were some good insights, but overall | felt it was too "clinical”, for lack of a better



word. | much preferred the author's How To Speak Dog.

This book was a very interesting and informative read. Although it was not what | expected, | was
pleasantly pleased with what | did get from the book. The book deals with how and why dogs came
to be, over evolution, the great companions they are now. Along with a general guidelines of what
personality to expect from a breed. However it does go into detail of how it is genetics more than
breed that can play huge impact on a dogs personality. There is also a heartbreaking section about
dogs used in illegal fighting, as well as inspiring tales of heroic dogs. | think this book is a good read

for the anyone who just loves dogs and wants to understand more about them.

The title is misleading. He does not address specific questions. That'’s his first problem, but not his
last.He throws the word "dominance" out there too often. Here’s the problem. When most of us hear
"dominance" we think of someone like Cesar Millan who uses it to mean control. When Dr. Coren
uses it, he’s not really talking about the same kind of control as Millan. If you don’t know his work or
have never seen his shows, you can easily misunderstand him. He’s using it to mean assertiveness.
An assertive dog is not looking to take over your life, much less the world.He talks a great deal
about personality testing only to tell you that there are not truly reliable tests out there. I'm not sure

why he spend 15 pages describing them.

This was a fun and rather fascinating study of dogs. | especially enjoyed the personality quiz that
was included in the book. The anecdotes ranged from amusing to heart-breaking. The chapter on
heroic dogs especially stood out. | thought it was a good balance between science and
entertainment. There was a good deal on the domestication of dogs, which | think is interesting,
though Coren did not mention co-evolution, which | found to be rather surprising. Still, | really
enjoyed this!
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